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PORT GARDNER NEIGHBORHOOD 
ASSOCIATION NEWS  

NEXT PGNA MEETING 
Monday, Sept. 9 at 7pm 

Jackson School 
3700 Federal Avenue 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 
 

AUGUST 2013 

RUCKER HILL PARK GATHERING   
On the corner of Niles and Laurel 
5:00-8:30pm 
 

Bring: your own picnic dinner to grill, and a side dish or dessert 
to share, lawn chairs and beverages. (Please no alcohol!) 
We provide:  Grills, paper goods, cutlery, and water. 
Activities:  Bouncy House, relay games.  
 

Volunteers needed!!   
Contact: Scott Crownewourth-Siddley  707.303.0675, or 
crownewourth@gmail.com 
 
 

KIWANIS PARK CELEBRATION  
On the corner of 36th Street and Rockefeller 
5:30- 8:30pm 
Bring: a picnic dinner and blanket to sit on the grass. 
We provide:  Refreshments and dessert. 
Activities:  Balloon maker and chalk for the kids. 
Volunteers needed!!  
Contact: Claire Griffith  425.258.1227, or 
claireagriffith@comcast.net 
 

 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD MEET AND GREET 
 

Get ready to enjoy a summer evening of food and fun as the 
Port Gardner Neighborhood Association celebrates National 
Night Out.  The gatherings take place on Tuesday, August 6 
at two locations: Rucker Hill Park and Kiwanis Park in the 
Port Gardner Neighborhood. 
   

Get to know your new neighbors or catch up with old 
friends.  Meet the kids on your block and play some games.  
It’s the perfect time to talk with local police, fire and city 
officials about issues that concern you. Share ideas and 
resources on everything from security systems, and a good 
roofer, to gardening tips and recipes.  This is your 
opportunity to build a stronger community here in Everett. 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE !! 
 

 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME 
Tuesday Evening, August 6       Rucker Hill Park and Kiwanis Park 

CALLING ALL GREEN THUMBS !! 

Are you pleased with your gardens this summer?  Would you like to give 
a brief tour of your yard to share the beauty of your creation? The PGNA 
Board members were thinking it would be fun to experiment with a mini 
“Port Gardener Garden Tour” in early September.  We will choose 
approximately 5 gardens throughout the neighborhood.  Each 
homeowner can give a short tour, and will supply light refreshments.  A 
nominal tour ticket price will be considered to help the coffers of our 
PGNA treasury. We would like all of your input on this fun idea and 
where we can go with it.  Lets talk, or sign up at our Aug. 6 National 
Night Out events at Rucker Hill Park and Kiwanis Park, or contact 
Robert Allan gardenguy11@aol.com or Scottie Crownewourth-Siddley at 
crownewourth@gmail.com. What a great way to share ideas, show off 
our gardens, and meet up with with friends and neighbours. Perhaps 
replanting the idea of a PGNA Garden Club in the future.   
 

 

ATTENTION  
Port Gardener Gardeners !! 
 



         
          
 
 
 
Agendas for City Council, Planning Commission, School Board and Port of Everett meetings are usually not available in 
time for our Newsletter.  Please check the websites a few days ahead to confirm. 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

IMPORTANT MEETINGS IN AUGUST 

PORT OF EVERETT   Waterfront Center  1205 Craftsman Way            Blue Heron Room 
August 6, 13 5:00 pm    
Check http://www.portofeverett.com/home/index.asp?page=193 for Agendas and 
http://www.portofeverett.com/home/index.asp?page=255 for podcasts of Port of Everett meetings. 
 
EVERETT CITY COUNCIL Everett City Hall          3002 Wetmore Avenue   Everett City Council Chambers 
 

August 7, 14, 21  at 6:30pm            August 28 at 12:30pm     
Check http://www.everettwa.org/default.aspx?ID=10 for Agendas and podcasts of Everett City Council Meetings 
 
EVERETT SCHOOL BOARD  Educational Service Center   4730 Colby Avenue                    Board Room 
August 27 at 4:30pm   
Check  http://www.boarddocs.com/wa/waesd/Board.nsf/Public for Agendas. 
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So, you have just settled down for a good nights rest.  There is a 
cool breeze wafting in your windows as you drift off to sleep.  
The night passes uneventfully until BBBLLLLLAAAAMMM – 
a train whistle jolts you awake at 3am. 
 

This has been the experience in our neighborhood with 
increasing frequency this summer.  Burlington Northern is 
required to blow their whistle at street crossings, and these trains 
often run in the middle of the night. 
 

One of the reasons for the seemingly increased noise is that there 
have been several recent fatalities at crossings, which results in 
advisory notices to the crews, which results tighter adherence to 
the Federal regulations governing the whistles.  BNSF is subject 
to fines and lawsuits if they fail to comply with the Federal 
requirements.  Another reason is more business at the Port of 
Everett, activity that is most likely going to increase as the Port 
develops ro/ro capability the South Terminal and possibly the 
Kimberly Clark property. 
 

Our neighborhood can approach the Federal Railroad 
Association, based in Vancouver, WA to talk with them about 
the possibility of creating a “Quiet Zone.”  Many municipalities 
have successfully accomplished this, but it may involve making 
improvements to the crossing in order to mitigate the risk.  The 
challenge will be obtaining the funds needed to put these 
changes in place given the tough budget times the city is 
currently facing. 
 

What can you do? 
 

First, we are asking that anyone interested in volunteering their 
time to spearhead this issue, please reach out to anyone on the 
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PGNA Board, contact information is listed on the last page of 
the newsletter. 
 

The reality is that to have any chance to move the needle on 
this, we will each have to take a few minutes to contact the 
people who can effect change on this issue.  Even if you are 
not seemingly impacted by the noise, remember that we need 
to limit this now, before the Port and further expansion might 
render our efforts inconsequential. 
 

Just as we call the police every time someone suspicious 
prowls our community, we need to call the below folks every 
time we are awakened with the train noise.  It is an 
inconvenience, but so is getting awakened at 3:30 a.m.  
 

First, please call Gus Melonas, Public Affairs Director, BNSF 
at 206 625-6220.    
 

Second, please call the City of Everett Noise Complaint line at 
425-257-8775.  This one has been used in the past for noises 
that emanate from the 
Port area. 
 

Next, call Safety/Noise Abatement, 425-257-8767, and register 
a complaint there as well.  
 

City Councilman Paul Roberts has been assigned as our 
Everett City Council Liaison member. Let's make him aware 
of this issue, you can call his office at 425- 257-8703 
 

We should also enlist help from the Port, so call Dave Madill, 
the general manager there.  The Port Administration number is 
(425) 259-3164. 
 

Special thanks to John Leroy and Kristin Hall for information 
included in this article. 

 

WE NEED YOU – AND YOUR IDEAS 
Do you have any suggestions for speakers or topics you’d like addressed at our PGNA meetings?   

Please contact any Board member (contact info is on page 4) and let us know your ideas! 
 

THE (LOUD, ANNOYING) SOUNDS OF SUMMER 



 
 
August brings bounty in the garden.  Blueberries are ripening, tomatoes are setting and flowers flush with the 
brightness of the sun.  The Garden Guy reminds you of a few tasks to keep your garden growing! 
 
Time to start your fall crops: As you pull out early-summer crops, replace them with beets, broccoli, 
cabbage, cauliflower, lettuce, peas, radishes and spinach. Most will be ready to harvest in autumn. 
 

For late-summer color : Buy the largest potted annuals you can find for a good show until first frost. For sun, 
choose cosmos, marigolds, geraniums, petunias and zinnias.  For shade, begonias and impatiens are good 
choices. 
 

Propagate shrubs: Grow new plants from cuttings of existing evergreen shrubs, including azaleas, 
camellias, daphne, euomymus, holly, and rhododendrons, as well as certain deciduous plants like hydrangeas. 
Snip 4- to 6-inch cuttings and strip off all but the top three or four leaves. Dip the cut ends into rooting 
hormone, insert them into 4-inch pots filled with sterile soil, and water well. Place the cuttings in a spot that 
gets indirect sunlight and keep the soil constantly moist. Before first frost, move them into a greenhouse or 
other warm place. By spring, you'll have well-rooted plants ready to transplant into larger pots or set out in the 
garden. 
 

Water:  Soak moisture-loving plants like rhododendrons every week to 10 days (more in extra-hot weather or if 
soil is fast-draining) and hose off foliage. 
 
Do you have a garden question?  Are you looking for resources for your yard?  Email Robert Allan, the Garden 
Guy at gardenguy11@aol.com.  

 
 

PGNA NEWS AND EVENTS 

Forgotten Creek Summer Work Party 
 

Saturday, August 17   10am-11am 
 

On Saturday morning, August 17, at 10 am we will 
load a dumpster with the weeds and trash we have 
collected this year.  It should only take an hour.  No 
experience needed.  All equipment and treats 
provided.  If you can help, meet at the north 
entrance to the Forgotten Creek Natural Area on 
Bond St. just south of the old Amtrak 
station.  Questions?? contact Bob Jackson at 
425 303-0127 or bjacksonjmurphy@aol.com. 
 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER’S NEWSLETTER 
 

 
The Neighborhood Dirt: Wildlife Habitats 

 
UPDATE:  Neighborhood Infill 

 
UPCOMING PGNA SOCIAL EVENTS 

 
PLANT EXCHANGE 

 
 
 

THE GARDEN GUY 

ATTENTION NEIGHBORS:  There have been reports of UPS packages being taken off of porches 
after delivery.  UPS is aware of this problem, drivers are instructed to report if they are being 
followed and to note any unusual behavior.  If possible, try to have your packages directed to a 
neighbor who is at home during the day.  And as always, be sure to report any suspicious activity to 
911.  It is vital that we report all crime, trespassing, small thefts and car prowls to 911.   



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAYS Everett Farmer’s Market             1728 W. Marine View Drive                                                 11am-4pm                        
 The freshest farm products in Snohomish County, fresh flowers, delicious baked goods and unique works                      
 by local artisans.  until October 6th � RAIN OR SHINE       http:/everettfarmersmarket.net 
 

UNTIL 8/25 The Forest Park Animal Farm     802 E. Mukilteo Blvd                                 10am-4pm 
 Visit all our barnyard friends: sheep, ducks, hens, rabbits, calves and pigs.  Donations are greatly appreciated to 
 help pay for food and barnyard maintenance.  http://www.everettwa.org/default.aspx?ID=507 
 

UNTIL 9/5 Jetty Island Days  10th and W. Marine View Dr.          M-Th:10-6:00pm  Fri/Sat:10-9pm    Sun:10-7pm 
 Take a free ferry and enjoy the day.  Wriggle your toes in the warm sand, play in the water and   
 explore the nature trails of Everett’s two-mile long scenic gem.  Everett Residents can call ahead and reserve a  
 space - try 425-257-8304. Parking is $3 Thurs. – Sunday. http://www.portofeverett.com/home/index.asp?page=87 
 

UNTIL 8/22 Children’s Concert Series  Thornton A. Sullivan Park   11405 Silver Lake Road             Thurs.: 10-11am         
 Join us for a fun-filled, toe-tapping, rockin'good time on the �shore of Silver Lake. Bring your friends, blankets, chairs 
 and �be ready to sing and dance. Silver Lake offers a �playground next to the stage area, a sandy beach and �swim 
 area, picnic tables, restrooms and is �ADA accessible.   http://www.ci.everett.wa.us/default.aspx?ID=1120 
 

UNTIL 8/29 Music in the Park Waterfront Concerts      1700 West Marine View Drive at 18th Street      
 Thursdays: 6:30-8:30pm    Saturdays: 6:00-8:00pm    Sundays:  2:00-4:00pm 
 

 Everett’s Port Gardner Landing offers a great concert venue with plenty of parking, ADA access, and public 
 restrooms. Bring your picnic and blanket or chair.  http://www.ci.everett.wa.us/default.aspx?ID=1124 

          
          
       

 
August 10  Mutt Strutt  Langus Riverfront Park  400 Smith Island   Saturday 10am-2pm 
   One mile community dog walk with free bandanas for participants, displays, competitions and prizes.  Snohomish  
  County and Everett Animal Shelter will provide free micro-chipping for dogs and cats from 10-noon.  Dogs and cats 
  from rescue organizations will be available for adoption.  For more info http://www.everettwa.org/muttstrut/_ 
 
August 10  Lowell 150th Anniversary Parade and Celebration                11am-4pm 
  The parade kicks off Lowell’s 150 Birthday Party followed by festival at Lowell Park. 
 

THE SOCIAL CALENDAR 

ONGOING EVENTS 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

THE 2013-2014 PORT GARDNER NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD 
 

CHAIR:              Daisy Bramall                    maribelbramall@hotmail.com     530-301-7308 
VICE-CHAIR:   Scott Crownewourth-Siddley crownewourth@gmail.com         707-303-0675 
TREASURER:   Sheryl Becker                         shebec1@frontier.com  425-259-2196  
SECRETARY:   Jean Hewat                             meanjeancreative@earthlink.net 425-259-5212 
WEBMASTER:  Tim Ellis                    the_tim@portgardner.net 
NEWSLETTER: Christina Robertson     Moosetales@aol.com  425-252-5434 
   Jean Hewat                    meanjeancreative@earthlink.net  425-259-5212 
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS REPS 
  Victor Harris                 victorcharris@hotmail.com   425-760-4064 
  Dean Smith          deansmith4@mac.com             425-328-9979 
  Dave Weiser                 davidann@gmail.com   307-760-0839        
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE: 
  CHAIR:  Victor Harris   victorcharris@hotmail.com   425-760-4064 
 

OUR MAILING ADDRESS IS:  PGNA, P.O. Box 13032, Everett WA.  98206 
 

 
CITY STAFF: 
OFFICE OF NEIGHBORHOODS              
Wendy McClure   
wmcclure@ci.everett.wa.us 
425-257-8717 
 
 
 

EVERETT POLICE  
North Precinct Admin  
Sgt. Bruce Bosman   
bbosman@ci.everett.wa.us  
425-257-8474 
 


