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PORT GARDNER NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION NEWS
www.portgardner.net
There is no PGNA meeting
in August. We resume
meeting on September 10.

AUGUST 2012

HAVE A GREAT
SUMMER!

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT Tuesday August 7
Rucker Hill Park and Kiwanis Park

Join Neighbors to Fight Crime!
The Port Gardner Neighborhood Association celebrates National Night
Out, Tuesday, August 7 at two locations: Rucker Hill Park and Kiwanis
Park, in the Port Gardner Neighborhood.
Come enjoy a night of seeing old friends and greeting new ones. There
will be games for kids to play and picnic tables and grills for dining alfresco!
Talk with police, fire and city officials to express your concerns and get
safety tips. And find out ways to build a stronger community and combat
crime in Everett.

HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL THERE !!!

ASK THE MAYOR
Mark this on your calendars!
The date:

Monday, September 10
at 7pm

The place: Jackson Elementary School
3700 Federal Avenue, Everett
Mayor Ray Stephanson will join us for our first
meeting after summer break. Find out the
latest Everett City Hall news, direct from the
source!

RUCKER HILL PARK
CELEBRATION
On the corner of Niles and Laurel
5:00-8:30pm
Bouncy house and Kids relay games with prizes.

Bring a “White Elephant” gift to exchange
($5-10)!
You bring: lawn chairs, picnic dinner to grill and
beverages. (Please, no alcohol)
We provide: Picnic tables, BBQ Grills, plates,
napkins, cups, condiments and water.
Questions? Volunteers?
Contact Yvonne Ricker at 425-233-2558.

KIWANIS PARK CELEBRATION
On the corner of 36th Street and Rockefeller

5:30- 8:00pm
Fun activities for the kids.
Bring your own picnic dinner and lawn chairs or
table. Cake, beverages, and snacks will be provided.
Volunteers needed:
Contact Sheryl Becker at 425-259-2196
YOUR THOUGHTS
are important to us… The PGNA Board is planning
our meetings for the fall. If you have any suggestions
about someone you’d like to see at our meetings,
please contact any PGNA Board member.

GOVERNM ENT AFFAIRS
IMPORTANT MEETINGS IN AUGUST
Agendas for City Council, Planning Commission, School Board and Port of Everett meetings are usually not available in
time for our Newsletter. Here is a meeting that looks like it may be of interest. Check the websites a few days

ahead to confirm!

CITY OF EVERETT PLANNING COMMISSION - KIMBERLY CLARK/CENTRAL WATERFRONT
August 21

6:30pm Weyerhaeuser Room at the Everett Transit Station

3201 Smith Avenue

The Everett Planning Commission will continue the discussion on the Central Waterfront Planning Area. City staff will
present a draft of 4 alternatives, with different uses, development standards and public access concepts that would
apply under each alternative. The Planning Commission will not be making a decision on the alternatives at this
meeting, but will take public testimony and provide feedback on the alternatives. The alternatives will be posted
approximately one week prior to the August 21st public workshop. Check http://www.ci.everett.wa.us/default.aspx?ID=2048
The latest Snohomish Tribune by Michael Whitney: http://www.snoho.com/Stories%202012/072512_millmoratorium.html

COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS REPORT
Michael Swanson, MichaelSwanson@Comcast.net, new
Park Board member introduced himself and encouraged
people to pick up the Summer Guide for some great
activities.

postcards to be mailed in time for monthly meetings.
Neighborhoods need to expand our reach to the
community via e-mail. E-mail lists do need to be
maintained by the neighborhoods and kept up to date. It
The Parks Board meets 2nd Tuesday each Month, 6 PM, Forest is intended to keep the annual mass mailing in place.
Park, Spruce Hall. The August meeting is to be held in Lowell.

The City of Everett has a Naming Commission SubCommittee reviewing the city’s naming process. There are
currently two sets of rules in place, City and Parks, with a
third in progress. The intent is to combine the relevant
features and avoid issues that currently exist. The Everett
Police Station will not be renamed in honor of Mayor
Moore because it is on the Historic Register. The
Committee meets Wednesdays and hopes to complete its
work by the end of August. Citizens are encouraged to
attend.

The City welcomes AlaskaUSA Credit Union. They bill
themselves as a neighborhood Credit Union, so we might
be able to utilize them as a neighborhood resource.
Neighborhoods should request mini-grant monies to
support the neighborhood websites.
A couple of “lovely” neighborhood motels on Broadway
are under scrutiny by law enforcement and face closure.

While brainstorming for participation in neighborhoods the
importance of personal contact is critical. Even if a
neighbor isn't in your neighborhood, encourage them to
There is a continuing budget shortfall and the Office of contact Wendy McClure and become members...
homeowners and renters are important to the health of
Neighborhoods is drafting proposals to cut costs. Included
are switching from monthly newsletters to quarterly, with our neighborhoods.
Meetings are in Council Chambers, 3002 Wetmore,
Wednesday, 4 PM.

THE FUTURE OF THE NORTON BALL FIELD AND DOYLE PARK
On June 12 – the Everett School Board approved criteria guiding the disposition of school owned properties. This affects two parks in
the Port Gardner Neighborhood, the Norton Ball Field and Doyle Park. Although the ESB has no public plans at present to sell either,
the possibility is a real one. The Norton Ball Field is the only playing field for soccer and base/softball west of Rucker Avenue.
Doyle Park is the only park currently with playground equipment west of Rucker Avenue. We are presently forming a committee to
figure out how to keep these properties as open space and make the issue a win-win for the Neighborhood, the City of Everett and the
School Board. If you are interested in getting involved, please email Yvonne Ricker at yricker@msn.com or Jean Hewat at
meanjeancreative@frontier.com

PORT GARDNER PROJEC TS AND EVENTS

Charles Street
Community Garden
WORK PARTY
Saturday, August 18 9am-noon
Contact Laura Breen-Young
at charlesp.patch@gmail.com or
425-268-5281
for details on how you can help!

DEPOT PARK WORK PARTY
Saturday, August 11 9am-12pm
We will be working on removing weeds
in and around the garden, as well as
removing ivy from the south bank.

DOYLE PARK WORK
PARTY
Still waiting for dry weather!

For info call: Diane Rogers at 360-568-7014
or Linden Kimbrough at 425-317-0705.

Details to come!

THE NEIGHBORHOOD DIRT
by Christina Robertson
It’s my own fault.
Even though I know better, once again I had been lured in by
those earnest, pleading eyes and an air of desperation. No, I’m
not talking about local politicians, I’m talking
about…raccoons.
After the distemper-driven die-off of the Rucker Hill raccoon
population a few years ago, I was startled to find a young,
skinny, semi-frantic raccoon in the front yard a couple of weeks
ago in the middle of the day. When she put her hands up on the
deck, and I got a glimpse of her undercarriage, I realized the
cause of her dilemma – she was a nursing mother, desperate for
food. It was then I made the BIG MISTAKE; I gave her a scoop
of cat kibble, thinking that would deter her from pillaging the
bowls of the stray cat that lives on my porch.
Over the next few days, although I kept dropping scoops of
kibble onto the designated “raccoon-buffet” area, she would
often seem to be there again, looking hungry so... more kibble.
I was amazed at how much one skinny raccoon could eat; a 10
pound bag of cat food gone in 4 days? Huh? So I watched
more closely. Sure enough, Racquel (the little mama) would
come to eat during the day, but then at night, here came a
different mama, first with one, then two, then three baby
fuzzballs in tow. Oh, no. What had I done?
When an opossum had the bad manners to die in my basement
ceiling a few years ago, I discovered Brian Elkins, a licensed
trapper who calmly located and disposed of the hapless
creature. However, trappers are required by law to destroy any
live animals they get. Since I can’t bear to think of the
raccoons having to die, and since they need to learn to survive

on their own, without (stupid) human intervention, the best
solution is to remove the food supply.
Unfortunately, raccoons aren’t the only nuisance animal lurking
in our yards, walls and crawlspaces. Opossums, rats, bats and
mountain beavers are all looking for a warm cozy home,
probably yours. It’s important to discourage them from setting
up shop.
First, if possible, remove all food sources – difficult where bird
feeders are concerned. Consider taking in your feeders at night,
and clean up under them frequently, where rats and other
rodents tend to congregate.
Next, locate and seal up any points of entry under porches, etc.
Since most of these animals are nocturnal, you want to avoid
sealing the critter in. One way is to sprinkle a heavy coating of
flour or cornstarch in front of the entrance, then keep a
watchful eye: as soon as you see paw prints leading AWAY
from the entrance, that’s when to quickly seal up the hole.
If you need professional advice, about relocating or removing
animals, here are two local resources:
Sarvey Wildlife (www.sarveywildlife.org)
13106 148th Street Northeast
Arlington, WA 98223
(360) 435-4817
Elkins Nuisance Animal Management
(425) 231-4770

The Social Calendar
O N G O IN G EVEN TS
SUNDAYS

Everett Farmer’s Market

1728 W. Marine View Drive

11am-4pm

The freshest farm products in Snohomish County, fresh flowers, delicious baked goods and unique works
by local artisans. until October 7th RAIN OR SHINE
http:/everettfarmersmarket.net

UNTIL 8/6

The Forest Park Animal Farm

802 E. Mukilteo Blvd

10am-4pm

Laugh at the baby goats' antics and visit all their barnyard friends: sheep, ducks, hens, rabbits, calves
and pigs. Donations are greatly appreciated to help pay for food and barnyard maintenance.

UNTIL 9/3

Jetty Island Days 10th and W. Marine View Dr.

UNTIL 8/25

Music at the Marina Waterfront Concerts 700 West Marine View Drive Th/ Sat.6:30-8:30p Sundays 2-4pm

M-Th:10-5:50pm Fri/Sat:10-8:50pm Sun:10-6:50pm
Take a free ferry and enjoy the day. Wriggle your toes in the warm sand, play in the water and
explore the nature trails of Everett’s two-mile long scenic gem. http://www.ci.everett.wa.us/default.aspx?ID=2055

Everett’s Port Gardner Landing offers a great concert venue with plenty of parking, ADA access, and public
restrooms. Bring your picnic and blanket or chair.
http://www.ci.everett.wa.us/default.aspx?ID=1124

SPEC IA L EVEN TS
August 4-5, 11-12, 18-19 Washington Midsummer Renaissance Faire, Buckley, WA www.washingtonfaire.com
August 8-12
Evergreen Classic Horse Show Monroe, WA
www.evergreenclassic.com
August 10-12
Festival of the River Arlington,WA
www.FestivaloftheRiver.com
August 10-12
Marysville Homegrown Festival Marysville, WA
August 10-12
Taste of Edmonds
www.atasteofedmonds.org
August 11
Sunsets in Snohomish Wine Stroll
www.historicdowntownsnohomish.org
August 11-12
Maplewood Rock and Gem Club 6th Annual Rock and Mineral Sale (Edmonds)
August 18-19
Dahlia Show Everett, WA
www.everettwa.org/default.aspx?ID=1339
August 18-19
Fresh Paint: Festival of Artists at Work Everett, WA
www.freshpaintfestival.com
August 20-26
Washington State International Kite Festival Long Beach, WA
www.kitefestival.com
August 23-Sept. 3
Evergreen State Fair Monroe
www.EvergreenFair.org
August 24-25
Wild & Scenic Music Fest Leavenworth
www.icicle.org
For lots more events listings, check out www.snohomish.org

PGNA CHAIR: vacant (your name could be here!)
VICE-CHAIR: Sheryl Becker
ss3Becker@earthlink.net
425-259-2196
TREASURER: Yvonne Ricker
yricker@msn.com
425-233-2558
SECRETARY: Jean Hewat
meanjeancreative@frontier.com
425-259-5212
WEBMASTER: Tim Ellis
NEWSLETTER:
Christina Robertson
moosetales@aol.com
425-252-5434
Jean Hewat
meanjeancreative@frontier.com
425-259-5212
COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOODS REPS:
Dean Smith
deansmith4@mac.com
425-328-9979
Deroy Mahagan
dlmahagan@aol.com
425-252-9244
Victor Harris – Alt.
victorcharris@hotmail.com
425-760-4064
GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE:
CHAIR: Victor Harris
victorcharris@hotmail.com
425-760-4064
OUR MAILING ADDRESS IS: PGNA, P.O. Box 13032, Everett WA. 98206
CITY STAFF:
OFFICE OF NEIGHBORHOODS
Wendy McClure
wmcclure@ci.everett.wa.us
425-257-8717
EVERETT POLICE – North Precinct Admin. Sgt.
Sgt. Bruce Bosman
bbosman@ci.everett.wa.us
425-257-8474

The Tall Ship
“Hawaiian Chieftain”
visits Everett
The tall ship “Hawaiian
Chieftain” makes a two-day
stop in Everett on August 14
and 15. The topsail ketch will
berth near Anthony’s Homeport
restaurant, 1726 W. Marine
View Drive. The ship will be
open for walk-on tours on
August 15 from 1pm to 5pm
From 6pm to 8pm on August
15, the ship will take guests on
an Evening Sail. Raise a sail,
learn a sea shanty, and take
the wheel of a real tall ship
(weather conditions
permitting). Tickets for the
Evening Sail are $29 each and
may be purchased online at
www.historicalseaport.org or by
calling 1-800-200-5239.

